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The battle for Milestone-5 around Chawinda in Ravi-Chenab Corridor (RCC) during 1965 
India-Pakistan War (IPW)–the zone of the largest tank battle since World War II

The above painting is the scene of an intense battle fought around Chawinda, during the final 
attempt by Indian forces to capture or invest Chawinda, during the second and third battles of 
Chawinda (16th–19th September 1965). It is based on research conducted by the author using 

historic data from the AIMH Defence Archives, war diaries, units’ battle accounts and personal 
interaction with war veterans who took part in this battle. The painting has been composed and 
painted by renowned military aviation artist Hussaini, who has relived the intense moments of 

the epic battle of Milestone-5 around Chawinda, in repeated Indian failed attempts to achieve the 
objective of OPERATION NEPAL.

 This is the second article by the author on the battles of Chawinda. The first, titled ‘The Steel Knuckle: 
BRAVO Squadron of 25 Cavalry in action during 1965 India-Pakistan War,’ published in Bugle & 
Trumpet (Issue 1/2023), described the heroic action by B Squadron 25 Cavalry around Gadgor, as the 
Indian Army launched its main effort in RCC, on 8th September 1965. 

 This article, ‘Battle for Milestone-5’, describes the intense battles fought around Chawinda as Indian 
forces tried harder, initially to capture, and later to invest or bypass, Chawinda. Suffering heavy tank and 
personnel casualties as they tried to achieve their war aim, Indian strategic formations failed to achieve 
even an intermediate objective for face-saving. While leading Indian armoured elements were being 
chastised (and promised awards) to cut the road at Milestone-5, they failed to accomplish this task. 
Fighting resolutely, attacking wave after wave but failing, the Indian retreat had just begun. India pressed 
the United Nations for cease-fire1 which was finally enforced on 23rd September, as Pakistani forces were 
about to launch OPERATION WIND-UP to evict intruding Indian troops. 

1	 ‘We went to Tashkent with pride because we had thwarted the enemy’s plans, taken a larger area of its territory and 
held a larger number of POWs. It was India, which had pressed for a ceasefire then,’ the then Pakistan’s Foreign 
Minister Zulifkar Ali Bhutto’s remarks published in Dawn, as quoted in General (retired) Muhammad Musa, My 
Version: Indian Pakistan war 1965 (Lahore: Wajidali Publishers, 1983).  
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6 Armoured Division in action during 1965 India-Pakistan War 

Brigadier Muhammad Uzair Ahmed Qureshi, SI(M) retired

  				                    Battle for Milestone-5, oil on canvas		      	             (Source: AIMH)
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Sequel to India’s embarrassing defeat in 
the Rann of Kutch conflict (March-April 1965) 
at the hands of the Pakistan Army, the then 
Indian Prime Minister Lal Bahadar Shastri, 
during his address to Lok Sabha in April 1965, 
warned Pakistan, saying, ‘we will attack at a 
time and place of our choosing’.2 The threat 
was manifested five months later when India 
attacked Pakistan on 6th September 1965 across 
the international border, without declaration 
of war. While Pakistan had restricted its 
military operations to the disputed territory of 

2	 Lieutenant General (Retd) Mahmud Ahmed, A military History of the Indo-Pak War -1965 (Karachi: Lexicon 
Publishers, 2002), 388-412.

3	 Ahmed, A military History of the Indo-Pak War -1965, 388-412.

Jammu and Kashmir as part of OPERATIONS 
GIBRALTAR and GRAND SLAM in August-
September 1965, India attacked Pakistan 
in multiple sectors, across the international 
border, waging all-out war. On 6th September 
1965 at 03:00 a.m., the Indian Army crossed the 
international border simultaneously at Sialkot, 
Jassar, Wagah and Kasur, without formal 
declaration of war.

The Indian military aim in the 1965 
India-Pakistan War, as per plan conceived 
under OPERATION NEPAL, was to launch 
an offensive from Samba area in Pakistan’s 
territory, between Sialkot-Lahore, to reach the 
Grand Trunk Road between Wazirabad and 
Gujranwala. This was to cut the major highway, 
and thus seek victory against Pakistan.3 The 
Indian main offensive was, therefore, directed 
westward into Pakistan’s Ravi-Chenab Corridor 
between Chenab and Degh Nadi (see map-1).

In the early hours of 8th September, 
India launched a major offensive in Sialkot 
sector along Suchetgarh-Sialkot and Charwa-
Chobara-Chawinda axes. The Indian Army 
had employed its strategic reserves in this 
sector to achieve a quick victory by racing up 
to the Grand Trunk Road. The Indian strategic 

Indian Prime Minister Lal Bahadar Shastri, 1965                         
(Source: wordpress.com)

		  Map-1: Area of operations, RCC                                 (Source: Author) 
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objective was quite evident by this time, as 
OPERATION NEPAL unfolded in RCC  
(see map-2).

On Charwa-Chobara-Phillaura axis, 
the Indian Army put in its main offensive effort 
using 1 Corps. The Indian attack was led by 
their 1 Armoured Division. Their spearheading 
armour included two famous regiments–4 
Hodson’s Horse and 17 Poona Horse. The 
Indian attack on Sialkot-Suchetgarh axis was 
halted after some loss of ground. On Charwa-
Chobara-Phillaura axis, the initial response by 
B Squadron 25 Cavalry at Gadgor, and later 
by 24 Brigade, stabilised the situation and 
after the battle of Phillaura, GOC 6 Armoured 
Division, Major General Abrar Husain, decided 
to strengthen defences along Chawinda (see 
map-3).

4	 Major General (retired) Abrar Husain, Men of Steel: 6 Armoured Division in the 1965 War (Rawalpindi: Army 
Education Publishing House, 2005).

5	 Husain, Men of Steel. 
6	 Husain, Men of Steel, 151.

It was to become ‘one of the fiercest 
battles of the war’4 and the ‘graveyard of 
Indian tanks’.5 There were three major battles 
of Chawinda on 14 September, 16 September 
and night 17/18 September. 16 September was 
the most fierce tank battle of the war, when all 
units of 6 Armoured Division, except those in 
Zafarwal, were fully engaged (see map-4). India 
launched three major coordinated attacks on 
Badiana and Chawinda simultaneously, with 
the intent to mask Badiana and cut Chawinda 
from the west and rear.6

Both sides fought gallantly, but the 
Indian manoeuvre was completely frustrated by 
the determination of Pakistani armour, infantry 
and artillery units. PAF support also played 
a pivotal role, to help break up waves upon 

Deployment of troops at the time of commencement of hostilities  
(Source: Author)

Map-2: Indian main offensive in RCC, west of Degh Nadi 
(Source: AIMH)

Map-3: In the early hours of 8 Sep, India launched a major 
offensive in Sialkot sector along Suchetgarh-Sialkot and Charwa-
Chobara-Chawinda axes 	  	                 (Source: AIMH)

8 September 1965, Indian advance halted by B Squadron  
25 Cavalry 		   	                 (Source: AIMH)
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waves of enemy troops and tanks, attacking in a 
determined effort to break through on a narrow 
front. Bold forward deployment of Pakistani 
artillery proved to be one of the major battle 
winning factors, and helped turn the tables on 
attacking Indian troops in crucial situations. 
Indian ‘cartwheel movement’, led by 4 Hodson’s 
Horse on the outer, and 17 Poona Horse on 
the inner circle, was intended to envelop 
Chawinda. Despite heavy casualties and 
determined opposition, Indian troops gained 
ground. As a result, Jassoran fell, followed by 
Buttur Dograndi, and intercepts indicated that 
the next Indian objective was Sarangpur. Indian 
troops made the final attempt with the task to 
cut Chawinda-Pasrur road at Milestone-5, just 
south of Chawinda. Indian troops planned to 
develop operations from the direction of Buttar 
Dograndi, a mile southwest of Chawinda, 
towards Milestone-5. 

On the Pakistani side, the commanding 
officers of the Pakistani armour, infantry and 
artillery assets in the field, joined together to 
concentrate anti-tank firepower. The Pakistani 
units pressed into the most aggressive action 
and even the Sexton 25-pounder self-propelled 
guns fired directly at the advancing enemy 
tanks. The PAF’s F-86s, on-call from Peshawar 
and Sargodha Air Bases throughout the day, 
also came in waves for immediate air support. 
Indian attacking troops were repeatedly 
ordered, chastised and even promised awards 
by their seniors to proceed forward, cutting 
Chawinda-Pasrur Road at Milestone-5, 
seemingly in a compromise to settle for some 
gains for face-saving, while suffering huge 
casualties, in pursuit of their final objective of 
capturing the area up to the Grand Trunk Road. 

At this stage of the battle, an Indian 
commander was heard in an intercept, saying to 
the commanding officer of 17 Poona Horse, ‘cut 
the road at Mile 5 and Param Vir Chakra will 

7	 Husain, Men of Steel, 45.
8	 Husain, Men of Steel, 45.
9	 Husain, Men of Steel, 45.

be laying at your feet for you to pick it up and 
wear.’ If the enemy commander really meant 
what he said, the unfortunate commanding 
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Tarapore, missed 
the award by one mile only and died in the 
attempt. This decoration was later given to him 
posthumously, and it was deserved.7 4 Hodson’s 
Horse and 17 Poona Horse suffered heavy tank 
casualties, and none could accomplish this task.

By 1630 hours on 16 September, the 
situation had become critical, as Commander 
24 Brigade had assessed that it was becoming 
difficult to hold positions in Chawinda. His 
GOC assured him more help, asking him 
to hold on to Chawinda at all costs. The 
commander of 24 Brigade readjusted his 
dispositions. Indian tanks and infantry were 
approaching Chawinda railway station from the 
direction of Buttur Dograndi. Initially massed 
artillery fire with 1 (SP) Field Regiment, firing 
charge-1 at Indian tanks 1,500 yards away 
from their gun positions, and later 24 Brigade, 
halted the Indian advance.8 The Indian attack 
lost momentum, and they once again failed to 
overrun Chawinda.

In the final effort to capture Chawinda, 
Indian 35 Infantry Brigade launched a strong 
attack at 0100 hours on night 18/19 September, 
and managed to get to Chawinda railway 
station. 24 Brigade gallantly held on to their 
positions. Having failed to make further 
headway into Chawinda from the railway 
station, the Indian effort shifted southwards 
along the railway line to take the town from 
the south. Just before dawn, Indian troops 
were steadily working their way towards the 
Chawinda-Pasrur road. What happened to 
these Indian troops is described by GOC 6 
Armoured Division:9

As the first rays of light pierced the 
darkness, a squadron of 25 Cavalry, 
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deployed in crescent shape from south 
of Chawinda to high ground, saw a 
mass of Indian infantry coming over 
the railway line. They shouted ‘Jai 
Hind’. This served as a signal for the 
defenders to open up with everything 
they had—.30s, .50s, the HE of the 
main tank guns, the weapons of the 
infantry in their dug-in positions, and 
all the guns of the artillery within reach. 
A massacre ensued. As the morning sun 
came over the horizon, it shone over a 
battlefield littered with Indian corpses. 
The 35 Infantry Brigade comprising 6 
Marhattas, 3 Rajputana and 5 J&K had 
virtually ceased to exist. At least five 
hundred were killed and over a hundred 
taken prisoners. 4 Horse and 17 Horse 
who were supporting the attack and 
were to have broken out towards 
Pasrur also took a heavy beating. A 
simultaneous frontal attack by the 

10	 Husain, Men of Steel, Map-12.

enemy with a battalion (plus) on 14 
Baluch positions met the same fate and 
the enemy left approximately hundred 
corpses in that area. These attacks 
were the most determined infantry 
charges made so far by the enemy. We 
intercepted such desperate enemy radio 
messages as ‘objective must be captured, 
these are orders of the Government.’ 
The replies indicated the inability, due 
to casualties suffered, of the Indian 
commanders, to push their troops any 
harder.10

The Indian Air Force helped their 
ground troops throughout the morning of 
19 September, as they were to extricate what 
was left of their ground forces. At 1500 hours, 
GOC 6 Armoured Division asked Commander 
4 Armoured Brigade to capture Jassoran-
Janewal, as there were reports of Indian troops 
extricating from these areas. The attack on 
Jassoran started at 1700 hours and Jassoran-

Map-4: Battle for Milestone-510                                                                                                                (Source: AIMH)
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Janewal were recaptured. The Indians, however, 
succeeded in pulling out bulk of their forces, 
but left behind nearly a hundred dead bodies, 
several prisoners and eight Centurion tanks, 
including two in running condition, and some 
recoilless rifles. With the successful conclusion 
of the day’s operations, there was a lull in the 
fighting all along the front. The enemy now 
went on to the defensive. The crucial, and what 
later proved to be the final, battle for Chawinda 
was over.

Looking back on the details of the last 
few days’ fighting, one could not help 
feeling that the enemy’s final gamble 
had failed. Their ill-conceived plan 
of directing all their efforts—to the 
point of obsession—on the capture 
of Chawinda rather than on the 
destruction of the formations that had 
stood in the way of their victory over 
Pakistan, had led them to their doom.11

Despite repeated and determined 
efforts, Indian forces could not accomplish 
their war aim and suffered heavy casualties. 
Battle actions of the last few days around 
Chawinda cost them heavily, while their 
retreat had already begun. Pakistan’s counter 
offensive in Sialkot sector to reduce Indian 
gains—OPERATION WIND UP—could not 
materialise, because of the ceasefire that came 
into effect on 23rd September.

The cable sent by Donald Seaman to 
London Daily Express, from Sialkot, published 
on 24 September 1965 sums it up, saying:

“Outnumbered three-to-one they beat 
the Indians to a standstill and were about to 
mount a counter-attack in the last six hours 
before the cease-fire…”

11	 Husain, Men of Steel.
12	 Husain, Men of Steel.
13	 Musa, My Version: Indian Pakistan war 1965.  

Pakistan was able to stalemate an 
overwhelming large Indian military strength. 
Pakistan’s military denied India to fulfil her 
war objectives, causing her great losses. India 
suffered almost three times tank losses.12 India’s 
aggression cost her heavy men and material 
losses; 1,617 square miles of territory as 
compared to 446 square miles of Pakistan’s 
territory, and 20 officers, 19 JCOs, and 569 
soldiers taken POW.

Pakistan’s Commander-in-Chief 
General Muhammad Musa, praised the 
performance of Pakistani forces, saying: 

‘. . . the great disparity, in men and 
material, between the opposing forces was 
made up by our Services with their superior 
professional skill, better equipment and spirit of 
defiance. In other words, it was quality versus 
quantity . . .’13

London Daily Express, published on 24 September 1965

Comparison of daily tank losses during battle of Chawinda in 
1965 India-Pakistan War         (Source: Husain, then of Men of Steel)
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All art forms are soft and effective 
tools for learning and teaching general and 
military history. These can be effectively used 
to record, archive, popularise and honour 
military history. The author is sponsor of 
Military History through Art, at AIMH. Besides 
many other projects undertaken to this end, the 
second painting of the Battle of Chawinda is yet 
another classic example of recording, archiving,  
popularising and honouring our military  
history. The first painting was commissioned

14	 Brigadier Muhammad Uzair Ahmed Qureshi (retired), “The Steel Knuckle,” Bugle & Trumpet no. 1 (2023).
15	 A number of meetings and interviews were held with veterans, on 17th September 2020 (Oral History Preservation 

Programme session), 5th November 2020, 19th November 2020 and 27th April 2021 with Brigadier Muhammad 
Mian Mahmud, and 10th November 2020 with Brigadier Ahmed, by the author at AIMH.

for AIMH in 2021, details of which were 
published in Bugle & Trumpet issue 1/2023 
titled, The Steel Knuckle.14 This painting, Battle 
for Milestone-5 was commissioned on 7 June 
2022. A number of meetings were held with 
veterans by the author,15 besides many by the 
artist, in 2020-2022, to research relevant details 
of this battle, which ultimately helped AIMH 
to commission the two paintings with perfect 
historical accuracy.

Army Staff Ride for the battle of Chawinda was conducted on 5-7 March 2024, by AIMH faculty, for officers stationed at Sialkot garrison

Author and Mr. Hussaini during discussion 
session with Brigadier (retired)  

Ahmed at AIMH

Oral History Preservation Programme 
session with Brigadier (retired) 

Mahmud at AIMH by the author

Military Aviation artist Mr. Hussaini with 
commissioned painting at AIMH 
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“Know thy self, know thy enemy. A thousand battles, 
a thousand victories.”

(Sun Tzu)


