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Rann of Kutch Conflict, April 1965: The First

Indo-Pak Encounter across the International Border
By Brigadier Muhammad Uzair Ahmed Qureshi, retired

Introduction

The India-Pakistan War in 1965 was
preceded by a clash between the armies of both
the countries in the Rann of Kutch (Figure-1)
during the early part of the same year. This
was the first time both the regular armies faced
each other in an armed conflict across the
international border. India claimed a portion of
the Rann of Kutch that formed part of Pakistan,
and directed her forces in the area, to creep
forward and occupy as much of Pakistan’s
territory as she could. The Pakistan government
tried to persuade India to give up her illegal
claim on Pakistani territory, but to no avail.
Finally, it was decided to eject the Indians from
these places using force.

Operations in this area entailed many

' / Rajasthan

Jamnagar

= Rajkot

Gujarat

Arabian Sea

administrative and logistical difficulties, but the
Pakistan Army conducted successful operations
to evict the enemy from their territory. A surprise
dawn attack was launched from an unexpected
direction that caught the enemy completely
unawares. The Indian Army fled in panic, leaving
behind large quantities of war material.! Later,
British mediation made a ceasefire possible, and
an agreement was signed by India and Pakistan,
bringing an end to the Rann of Kutch conflict.

Background

Historically, especially since the dawn
of Islam in Sind, this area has been a disputed
territory between the states of Sind and Kutch.
A concise history of the area till the partition of
the Subcontinent is tabulated in Figure-2.

Figure-1: Map of Rann of Kutch (left), Landscape of Rann of Kutch (top right), Pakistani troops - extreme right is lieutenant colonel
M Igbal Khan, commanding officer 2FF (Guides), later General, and Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee (bottom right)
(Source: quora.com, oneearth.org, defence.pk)

1 Pakistan Army archives.
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Figure-2: History of Rann of Kutch area, events leading to the conflict between India and Pakistan,
till the settlement of the issue through Kutch Award.

Period / Year Status of Rann Of Details?
Kutch

Advent of Islam Muslim ruler of Sind conquered the state of Kutch from Ghodji
in Sind / 1760

Disputed territory | The Raos of Kutch wanted to annex the Rann with their state
between the states

of Sind and Kutch

1813 Hindus and the deposed Raos conspired with the British, and Rao Bhar-
malji was made the Kutch ruler

1819 Rao Desalji became the ruler of Kutch
1876 Maharaja Rao Khenjarji became the ruler of Kutch
British India / Kutch claimed Maharaja Rao Khenjarji, ruler of Kutch since 1876, laid claims on the Rann
1904 Rann, desiring its - annexation could not be realised, Maharaja died in 1908

annexation
1914 Kutch/ Sind border could not be delineated

e Consequent to territorial adjustments for administration, the control of
s . The state of Kutch .

British India / acceded to British the Rann passed to the Governor of Sind
1924 India e Demarcation of boundaries between Sind and Kutch seemed

unimportant, because both formed part of the British Empire*

Under the British The Kutch administration tried to encroach upon the Rann, but failed due

1926 Empire to the resistance of Tharparkar and Sind people

e A survey commission, mutually appointed by the States of Sind and
Kutch to resolve the issue, did not reach any settlement due to outbreak

British India / Under the British of the Second World War

1938 Empire e Sind maintained full administrative control over the Rann, but the
territory was shown in survey maps as disputed
he British
1939 g;iei:et € britis Chief surveyor proposed to omit boundary from modern survey maps
Partition of Boundary between
. Indi Paki
Subcontinent .ndla and Pa 1stgn e The dispute over the Rann was inherited by India and Pakistan
- Emergence in the area, defining T AL
. e India claimed the whole Rann

of India and the Rann of Kutch, . . n

) . e Pakistan claimed only the northern part
Pakistan / remained un-
August 1947 demarcated
1948 Inter-Dominion Agreement between India and Pakistan was signed
1950 India developed Kandala and Navanagar into major naval and air bases

respectively

2 Lt. Gen. Mahmud Ahmed, A Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965 (Rawalpindi: Service Book Club, 2006).
Maj. Saeed Ahmed, Indo-Pak Clash in Rann of Kutch (1965) (Rawalpindi: Army Eductaion Press, 1973).

3 The annexation resulted in yet another dispute between Mirs (Sind) and Raos (Bhuj). “The British acting upon their
characteristic policy of divide and rule generated a territorial dispute in the Rann between the Mirs of Sind and the
Raos of Bhuj, and then kept it dormant or alive as it suited their policy”

Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War-1965.

4 'The Sind Police Rangers (later Indus Rangers) established posts along the Pakistani side of the Rann and patrolled
along a track ten miles south of the Customs Track. Perhaps for reasons of economy, some of the Rangers posts were
abandoned and patrolling was discontinued by Pakistan. Consequently, India lost no time in establishing her claim
over the entire territory of the Rann.

Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965.
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Period / Year Status of Rann Of Details
Kutch

1951

Sind Rangers (Pakistan) strengthened their posts in the area of Chhad Bet
and increased patrolling activity down to 24" parallel

1953

Boundary dispute

e Sind Rangers’ (Pakistan) strength was reduced as an economy measure

e India lost no time in establishing her claim over the entire territory
of the Rann when Pakistan abandoned some of the Ranger posts, and
discontinued patrolling

e India increased aggressive patrolling in the disputed area and started
quite frequent abduction of Pakistan Customs’ men

1954

In view of a large number of abductions of Pakistan Customs’ men, IG
police Sind (Pakistan) and IG Police Rajasthan (India) held a border
conference in Karachi

1956

e Indian military establishment in the Rann comprised 112 Indian
Infantry Brigade in area Khavda, Joint Service Headquarters at Bhuj,
and a squadron of Vampire fighter aircraft

e Indian army laid an all-weather road between Kala Dongar and Kanwar
Bet

e Indians intensified aggressive border patrolling

25t February
1956

Boundary dispute

e A company of the Indian Reserve Police (later the Border Security
Force) occupied Chhad Bet, dislodging a platoon of Sind Rangers from
there

e Pakistan ordered Rangers not to cause any provocation, and to withdraw
to Wingor

1956 (to 1964)

Boundary dispute

Series of talks between Indian and Pakistani Defence and Prime Ministers
continued intermittently until the end of 1964, without any results

1958

e Premiers of India and Pakistan met
e General Ayub established a military government in Pakistan

1959

e Indian encroachment on Pakistan Customs’ Track

e Meeting between IG Police West Pakistan and IG Police Rajasthan
(India)

o Ayub-Nehru meeting at Palam airport

1960

Swaran Singh (India) and Lieutenant General K.M. Shaikh (Pakistan) met
to conclude Indo-Pak pact of 1960

1962

Sino-Indian conflict resulting in Indian defeat

1963

India received massive military and economic aid from the USA, USSR
and Britain - India re-organised her armed forces and equipped them with
modern armaments

1964

Nehru died

January 1965

Boundary dispute

e Pakistan offered fifty thousand tons of wheat to India as a testimony of
goodwill

e Indian Defence Council (established since 1962) was reconstituted

e India continued to act aggressively’ — Indian border patrols began
creeping forward with the intention of occupying the whole of the
disputed Rann, and presenting Pakistan with a fait accompli

5

By end January 1965, Indian patrols probed as deep as Indus Rangers posts at Mara, Rahim ki Bazar, Ding,

Kanjarkot and Sutiar, often passing within 300 metres of the Pakistani posts.
Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965.
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Period / Year Status of Rann Of Details
Kutch

February 1965

e 31 and 67 Infantry Brigades of the Indian Army moved into the Kutch
area

¢ An Indian naval task force, comprising aircraft carrier ‘Vikrant, 7
destroyers/frigates and one fleet tanker, was deployed off the Gulf of
Kutch

e Indian aircraft started reconnaissance flights over Ding, Kanjarkot,
Rahim Ki Bazar, Surai and Mara

o Indians completed preparations for exercise ‘ARROW HEAD” in the
area

Indian Deputy Inspector General Rajkot Range and Lieutenant Colonel

15" February Boundarv dispute Aftab Ali, Commandant Indus Rangers held a meeting to ease mounting
1965 y &isp tension, but the meeting broke up without any results as both sides claimed
de facto control over Kanjarkot Fort
22" February . Indus Rangers occupied Kanjarkot Fort, which Indians had claimed and
Boundary dispute ;
1965 occupied
o India escalated the situation by ordering regular troops to move to the
Boundarv dispute sector — 31 Infantry Brigade moved to Bhuj
Y asp ¢ On getting this information, Pakistan ordered 8 Division to take
operational control of the area
o Exceptionally heavy wireless traffic on Indian side of Sind / Kutch
border
¢ Indian political leaders and services chiefs held a conference in the
March 1965 Kutch area
¢ Indians vacated village 50 miles deep along Kutch
e In view of impending Indian sweep forward, Sind Rangers (Pakistan)
requested for Army’s support
. Indian joint services exercise (ARROW HEAD), by a brigade group, INS
th
27" March 1965 | Boundary dispute Vikrant, several destroyers and frigates, held in the Gulf of Kutch
Boundary dispute Ding Post established by India on 5% April - Operation “DESERT HAWK”
April 1965 / Rann of Kutch - Indians established minor posts at Chieta Bet, Seraj Belo and Vigiokot,
Conflict and a major post near Ding-Mara area called Sardar Post
. Boundary dispute
th th
ol / Rann of Kutch Attack on Sardar Post by 51 Brigade
1965 A
Conflict
Boundary dispute
April 1965 / Rann of Kutch Reinforcements and readjustments by Indian and Pakistani troops
Conflict
20 April 1965 P.akls‘gan informed the UN Security Council about the seriousness of the
situation
24 — 26t April ?gggﬁagzﬁ&i}ggte e Pakistani troops attacked and captured Sera Bet (Point 84) and Biar Bet
1965 Conflict e It marked the end of 8 Division’s operations in the Rann of Kutch

April 1965

¢ 8 Division was thinned out
e Commander 8 Division created a small mobile force called the Changez
Force

May — December
1965

o Lull prevailed in the operational area

o Indo-Pakistan Agreement of 30 June to end operations and start work
for a negotiated settlement of the dispute

e Establishment of the Kutch Tribunal

o Indo-Pakistan War of September 1965

1966 Tribunal meeting and proceedings
31 October
1967 Kutch Award
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Notwithstanding the status of wun-
demarcated boundary between India and
Pakistan in the Rann of Kutch area at the time
of partition in 1947, India laid claim over the
entire area of Rann, while Pakistan claimed
only its northern part. In the subsequent years,
Pakistan established Rangers posts and carried
out patrolling on its side. On the contrary,
India aggressively patrolled the area, claiming
control over the entire territory, and by end
February 1956, a company of Indian Reserve
Police dislodged a platoon of Sind Rangers
from Chhad Bet and occupied it.* The Pakistani
side, however, did not react, and Rangers were
withdrawn to Wingor.

Subsequently, from 1956 to as late as
1964, talks held at various levels between India
and Pakistan to resolve the issue remained
inconclusive. India continued to act aggressively,

as Indian border patrols began creeping forward
with the intention of occupying the whole area.
By end January 1965, Indian patrols probed as
deep as Indus Rangers posts at Mara, Rahim ki
Bazar, Ding, Kanjarkot and Sutiar, often passing
within 300 metres of the Pakistani posts. In
February 1965, the situation further escalated
ensuing failed talks between the Indian Deputy
Inspector General Rajkot Range and Lieutenant
Colonel Aftab Ali, Commandant Indus Rangers.

Continued Indian aggressive posturing,
with the manifestation of ever increasing
territorial claims through deep patrolling and
establishing of posts in Pakistani territory,
left few options for Pakistan. General Officer
Commanding of Pakistan’s 8 Infantry Division,
Major General Tikka Khan, ordered the Indus
Rangers to occupy Kanjarkot Fort, which was
in Pakistan’s territory, and which the Indians

Rann of Kucth Dispute
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Figure-3: Area of operation

6  Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965.

(Source: AIMH)
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had claimed and occupied. Kanjarkot Fort was
occupied by Pakistani troops on 22" February
1965.

The Indian reaction was twofold: firstly,
Indiareinforced Chhad Betandestablished strong
police posts at Suigam, Bela, Vigiokot, Karim
Shahi and Sardar Post; and secondly, ordered 31*
Infantry Brigade, consisting of 17th Rajputana
Rifles, 2" Sikh Light Infantry and 1 Mahar,
to move from Dhrangadhra to Bhuj.” Hence
India further escalated the situation by ordering
regular troops into the sector, showing clear
intent to use force to resolve the issue. On receipt

of information about the movements of regular
Indian troops in the Rann of Kutch, 8 Division
was ordered by GHQ to take operational control
of the situation.® A naval exercise in the Gulf of
Kutch by India was yet another clear indication
of Indian intentions. On 27" March, the Indian
high command started a joint services exercise
nick-named ARROW HEAD. The exercise by a
brigade group, INS Vikrant, several destroyers
and frigates, was held in the Gulf of Kutch. Owing
to Indian gesturing, tensions had mounted
during the month of March 1965, creating an
environment of posturing.

Pakistan
Formation Commander Remarks
GOC Major General
8 Infantry Division
Tikka Khan
- Frid Brigadier Eftikhar | The brigade comprising 15 Punjab, B Company 15 FF (R&S) and
rigade
. Khan 25 Field Regiment moved from Quetta
o1 i Brigadier K. M. The brigade comprised three battalions: 18 Punjab and 6 Baluch
rigade
. Azhar Khan at Malir, and 8 FF at Hyderabad

Commander

Formation

Remarks

Major General PO

Dunn

KILO Sector

o Earlier, operations in Kutch were conducted by Maharashtra
and Gujrat Area (headquarters at Bombay)

e From 18" April 1965, KILO Sector was set up with its head-
quarters at Khavda

31 Infantry Brigade

o The brigade, consisted of 17* Rajputana Rifles, 2* Sikh Light
Infantry and 1* Mahar
o The Brigade was moved from Dhrangadhra to Bhuj

50 Para Brigade

o The brigade comprised 2, 3 and 4 Para Battalions
o Ordered to move to Kutch on 9™ April

Figure-4: Opposing Forces

7 K. C. Praval, India’s Paratroopers — History of the Parachute Regiment of India (Delhi: Thomson Press (India), 1974),

242.

8 8 Division was ordered to “assume operational control of the area before the situation gets out of control of the
Rangers”, and to “take all necessary steps to assist the Indus Rangers in maintaining status quo and ensure no violation

takes place in the territory under de facto control”

Maj. Gen. Shaukat Riza (retd), The Pakistan Army - War 1965 (Rawalpindi: Service Book Club, 1984), 79.

|
24 | VolumeIV



Fi5
¥ rime

Major General Tikka Khan Brigadier K.M. Azhar Khan Brigadier Eftikhar Khan
GOC 8 Division Commander 51 Brigade Commander 6 Brigade
Y\
Larkana Nandewarq
X 4 Nachna
AT QUETTA
/ \ Phalod /

ndo C Pokaran

Phalsund

'> lAQ 51 Bad,
\2 18 Punjab

Z 6 Baluch ,'!

“1o Karachi

GREAT RANN
Dharamsala

Customs Track

v Sandhan
<
7
¢7
v GULF OF KUTCH
1 Mah
0& JAMI\?A(aBrAR
< X] 2 Sikh Light Infantry
Z 17 Rajputang Rifles
Gondal
/ ) ~}/*” ’ - =
bandar Amreli Bhavnagar
JUNGADH
Figure 5 A: Background and mounting tension in February 1965° (Source: AIMH)

9  Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965, Map 2.
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Figure 5 B: Build up, reinforcements, escalation and finally capture of Point 84 and Biar Bet in April 1965
10 Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965, Map 7.

(Source: AIMH)
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Conduct of Operations

By moving regular troops into the sector,
(Figure-5A) India had escalated the situation,
choosing to use force instead of negotiations
to resolve the border dispute. Assessing the
situation after assuming operational control of
the area, Pakistani 8 Division ordered 51 Infantry
Brigade on 6™ March to move to its operational
area. Headquarters 51 Brigade moved to Badin,
18 Punjab to Diplo, one battery of 14 Field
Regiment to Kadhan, and one company of 8
Frontier Force Regiment along with a troop
of 120 millimetre mortars, to Rahim Ki Bazar.
51 Brigade was ordered by 8 Division to “ensure
strict vigilance and have Indus Rangers patrol
the area extensively; establish close liaison with
the Rangers and Headquarters 8 Division; and
support Indus Rangers in their operations.” The
division ordered the brigade to avoid provocation
and maintain status quo."

Attack on Sardar Post by Pakistani 51
Brigade

Indian forces established yet another
post on 5" April, namely Ding Post, northwest
of Ding. On night 6"/7" April, Pakistani 51
Brigade was ordered to attack and destroy the
enemy in area Sardar Post by last light 9" April."?
The attack on Sardar Post was planned in two
phases, with H hour at 0100 hours on night
8%"/9™ April. In phase one, 18 Punjab (less one
company) and 8 Frontier Force Regiment were
tasked to capture camp A and B respectively. In
phase two, 6 Baluch (now Baloch) was to capture
Jungle and Shalimar Posts. 14 Field Regiment
and 83 Independent Mortar Battery were to
provide fire support.

The attack began at 0200 hours, but
while attacking camp A, enemy fire from camp

11 Riza, The Pakistan Army - War 1965, 79.

12 Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965, 2.
13 Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965, 3.

B brought the attack of 18 Punjab to a halt. 6
Baluch, however, reported at about 0430 hours
that they had captured Shalimar Post. 18 Punjab
could not capture camp A and at 1030 hours,
their commanding officer ordered the troops to
dig in and hold positions. Attack on camp B by
8 Frontier Force Regiment could not progress
as well, owing to enemy’s artillery and mortar
fire." At this moment, Commander 51 Brigade,
Brigadier Azhar, decided to use 6 Baluch with
two companies of 8 Frontier Force Regiment
to capture camp C. The battalion regrouped at
Ding for the attack, but enemy machine gun
and mortar fire brought the attack to a halt.
“The whole brigade was now stretched around
Sardar Post, with little prospects of capturing it.
The brigade commander decided to call off the
operation and withdraw to a defensible position.
Indians did not know about Pakistan’s decision
to withdraw, and they also withdrew from
Sardar Post. An Indian air observation post later
discovered that the post was not occupied, and
they occupied it again.'*

Readjustments and reinforcements
after Attack on Sardar Post

The Indian 50 Para Brigade, with two
battalions, was moved to the Rann on 9" April,
and on 18" April, Major General PO Dunn took
command of the area.”” Major General Dunn
moved 3 Para Battalion (less two companies) to
Dharamsala and 2 Para Battalion to Dharamsala-
Biar Bet track.

On Pakistan’s side, after readjustment, 51
Brigade established a compact defensive position
in area Mara, Ding and Kanjarkot. 6 Punjab with
a battery of 25 Field Regiment and a troop of 88
Mortar Battery had arrived from Quetta on 10*
April. While on 12" April, tactical headquarters

14 D.K. Palit, History of the Regiment of Artillery--Indian Army (London: Leo Cooper Ltd, 1973), 217.
15 With the arrival of 50 Para Brigade at Bhuj on 18" April, India had two regular brigades in the area.
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of 8 Division was established at Hyderabad, and
12 Cavalry (FF) with one squadron of tanks
reached Kadhan. On 14™ April, 6 Brigade with
15 Punjab and 25 Field Regiment reached south
of Diplo. On 15" and 20™ April, one squadron of
24 Cavalry and a battery of 12 Medium Regiment
also reached the Rann.

On 18" April, Major General Tikka
ordered 6 Brigade to dominate the area south
of Wingor-Jat Trai and be ready to launch an
attack towards Vigiokot if Indians attacked 51
Brigade. Pakistani artillery by now was having
a telling effect on
the Indians.'* On
20" April, Indian
border police
the
=] post at Point 84
and Biar Bet after
a heavy dose of
artillery fire. 3

abandoned

Figure 6: From right to left: Major General
Tikka Khan (General Officer Commanding
8 Division), Brigadier K.M. Azhar
(Commander 51 Brigade), and Brigadier
Eftikhar Khan (Commander 6 Brigade)"
(Source: Book, Indo-Pak Clash in Rann of Kutch)

Para  Battalion
reoccupied both

the posts with a company each.

Attack on Sera Bet (Point 84) and Biar
Bet

On from  General
Headquarters, General Tikka ordered 6 Brigade
to clear Sera Bet and Biar Bet, as Sera Bet was well
within the Pakistani side of the border. (Figure-
5B and Figure-8). Commander 6 Brigade,
Brigadier Eftikhar, planned to capture the
objectives in two phases. In Phase one, 6 Punjab
was to capture Sera Bet while 15 Punjab (less two
companies) was to launch a feint attack on Chhad
Bet on 24" April. In Phase two, 2 Frontier Force
Regiment (Guides) was to capture Biar Bet by

first light 26" April. Squadron from 24 Cavalry,

instructions

16 Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965, 5.
17 Ahmed, Indo-Pak Clash in Rann of Kutch (1965).
18 Ahmed, Indo-Pak Clash in Rann of Kutch (1965).
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one company from
15 Frontier Force
Regiment R&S |
(Reconnaissance
and Support) and
two companies of
15 Punjab were to -
support the attack
in both the phases.
6 Punjab planned
a silent attack with
artillery fire on
call, and H hour
at 0230 hours on !
24™ April. 6 Punjab
marched off at
2000 hours,
a  reconnaissance
patrol was sent at
about 0330 hours
under
Nadir Pervez, to locate exact enemy positions.
The patrol was fired upon when it reached
within about 200 meters of the enemy, and it
quickly returned to the battalion location. Soon
the Indian artillery started shelling 6 Punjab.
In the meantime, a platoon of 15 Punjab under
Captain Zafar Mehdi launched a feint attack on
Chhad Bet.

and

Figure 7: Pakistani troops in the
field during the Rann of Kutch
conflict'®
. (Source: Book-Indo-Pak Clash in Rann of Kutch)

Lieutenant

Supported by a field artillery battery,
Mehdi kept Chhad Bet under a simulated attack
for an hour. It deceived the Indian artillery and
made it to shift some fire from Sera Bet to engage
the feint attack. By daybreak, artillery on both
sides was fully active, but 6 Punjab had not yet
captured their objective. Commanding Officer
6 Punjab ordered Major Shakur Jan, Company
Commander B Company 15 Frontier Force
Regiment (R&S), to outflank the enemy and
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Figure-8: Capture of Sera Bet (Point 84) and Biar Bet by Pakistani troops®

threaten it from the flank and rear. The move
yielded positive result and the Indians quickly
withdrew from Sera Bet, by 0730 hours.*” In phase
two, move of 2 Frontier Force Regiment, along
with ten tanks of 24 Cavalry, two companies of
15 Punjab and a company of 15 Frontier Force
Regiment started at 0400 hours on 26™ April. The
attacking troops were fired at when they reached
about 2,000 meters from the enemy positions.
Realising that further delay could endanger
own troops, Commander 6 Brigade ordered
the armour squadron commander to launch an
immediate assault with tanks, without waiting
for the infantry. Supported by artillery and fire
of B Company of 15 Frontier Force Regiment,
the Squadron Commander Major Sher Altaf
dashed towards the objective being defended
by Indian C Company of 3 Para Battalion. The
shock of sudden assault by tanks was too much

19
20
21
22

Ahmed, Indo-Pak Clash in Rann of Kutch (1965).

Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965, 7.
Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965, 8.
Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965, 9.

(Source: AIMH)

for the Indians, who withdrew in great haste.”!
The successful culmination of operations, finally
resulting in the capture of Biar Bet, marked the
end of 8 Divisions operations in the Rann of

Kutch.

Outcome

Ground positions
remained unchanged
after 26th April 1965,
though artillery duels
continued for another
month and a half. Finally,
hostilities ceased on 1st

Eftikhar being decorated by

. . . B 5
]llly 1965 with Signing ggn Muhammad Musa, then
of the Kutch Agreement C-in-C?

on 30th ]une.22 The (Source: Book-Indo-Pak Clash in Rann of Kutch)
armed conflict resulted in a clear victory for
Pakistan and embarrassment to India. Indian

Tribunal meeting and proceedings continued during 1966, and Kutch Award was signed on 31* October 1967.

23 Ahmed, Indo-Pak Clash in Rann of Kutch (1965).
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troops were evicted by Pakistan Army from the
area and posts they had occupied in Pakistans
claimed territory. Pakistan defeated India in the
Rann of Kutch, both militarily and politically.
Indian Army suffered embarrassing defeats at
Kanjarkot, Sera Bet (Point 84) and Biar Bet.

Pakistan’s success in evicting Indian
troops had positive effects for her government
and army. While the favourable outcome of the
conflict and the tribunal’s decision vindicated
the position of Pakistan's government, the
skirmishes between the land forces of both
countries resulting in withdrawal of Indian
troops, proved the better performance by
Pakistan Army, which raised their morale. Any
further exploitation of the success by Pakistan
Army would have caused further losses and
embarrassment to the Indian Army.

The conflict was beneficial for the
Pakistan Army in assessing the threat and its
response, as well as enhancing its preparedness
to meet the future threat from India. After the
Rann of Kutch conflict, Pakistan Army C-in-C
General Musa had asked the government to raise
two infantry divisions to address the imbalance.
However, the divisions were not sanctioned by
the government, and it had implications during
the 1965 War.

Pakistan Army formations which were
deployed during the Rann of Kutch conflict,
were at an advantage because the troops were
familiar with their operational areas and knew
their tasks. For example, Major General Sarfraz,
the General Officer Commanding 10 Division
(Lahore sector, 1965 War) had put his formation
on 8-12 hours’ notice since 20" August, due
to the situation in Kashmir. The notice was
further reduced to 4-8 hours on 1% September.
On 4™ September, the division was ordered to
move to its defences on night 5%/6™ September.**
Likewise, the rehearsals carried out during the
Rann of Kutch conflict also paid oft.”

24 Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965, 157.
25 Ahmed, Military History of the Indo-Pak War - 1965, 167.
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“... The Government did not accept our
views on guerrilla operations in Kashmir on
the advice of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in 1965. In our opinion, we should have
been able to press on with them successfully
and would have also been poised more
offensively and strategically more balanced
when war broke out if the raids had been
launched, as we had suggesied, after
the ground had been prepared for them
adequately beforehand in conjunction with
the people in the valley and Azad Kashmir
and the Army had been augmented in
the very least by raising the two infantry
divisions GHO had recommended after the
Rann of Kutch battle.”

My Version: India-Pakistan War 1965

General (Retired) Muhammad Musa,
HJ, MBE

Aftermath

The conflict between India and Pakistan
in the Rann of Kutch had many effects on
relations between the two countries, as well as
on subsequent developments.

The conflict in the Rann started when
India, instead of choosing negotiations to settle
the issue, resorted to the military option. India
moved regular troops into the Rann of Kutch
area, started aggressive patrolling and established
new posts in area claimed by Pakistan. Pakistan
had no other choice but to respond militarily.

For India, the use of force had been the
first option since partition of the Subcontinent,
in dealing with her adjacent minuscule princely
/ independent states. Indian army was used in
1947-48 to capture most part of Jammu and
Kashmir. Junagarh and Hyderabad Deccan were
also annexed by India using force. Indian army,
but not diplomacy or peaceful negotiations, was
the main tool employed by the Indian government



- Rann of Kutch Conflict

to further its hegemonic designs against Pakistan...
Indian army was used in 1965 to continuously
escalate the situation from aggressive deployment
in Rann of Kutch, crossing the Cease Fire Line
in Kashmir, and then attacking Pakistan in an
undeclared war across the international border.
In 25 years from 1947 till 1972 Pakistan had
seen only extreme hostile acts from India, notes
Major General Syed Ithar, an eminent Pakistani
military historian.?

Subsequently, during August, when
Pakistan’s operations were limited to the
disputed territory in Jammu and Kashmir, it
was India that initiated a conventional war across
the international border on 6™ September 1965,
without a declaration of war. A dispassionate
analysis of events starting from Indian advances
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