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The Living Legend of Kamalpur

By Tariq Aqil

The most tragic, painful and
catastrophic disaster that a country
can endure, is civil war. This is a
time when good friends turn into
enemies overnight, and ordinary
people have no hesitation to rape and
kill the daughters and wives of their
colleagues. Countless men women
and children are mercilessly butchered
and the most heinous crimes are
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The bloody civil war in East
Pakistan is no exception. In this
theatre of war, it was a merciless fight
between Muslim citizens of the same
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country, no quarter was asked and

none given. The civil war between

Bengali nationalists and the military

regime in West Pakistan, very quickly
escalated into a full scale war with

India on land, air and sea. Bengali insurgents
were trained, armed, aided and abetted by
the Indian army, and were in the vanguard of
Indian forces during their onslaught on East
Pakistan. The Pakistan army fought a heroic
valiant battle that ended in the inglorious
surrender on the 16" of December.

0

Among the many heroic battles fought,
the battle and the defence of Kamalpur stands
out as one of the bravest stands by any unit of
the Pakistan Army. The battle of Kamalpur was
fought near the border with India in the war of
1971.

Kamalpur was nothing but a hamlet
astride the Indo-Pak border, and the area of
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responsibility of the young Captain Ahsan
Siddique Malik of 31 Baluch (now Baloch)
and his 140 men.
This battle stands
out as an epic in
the annals of our
military history.
Captain Ahsan and
his men exhibited
extraordinary valour
and determination
over and above the
call of duty.
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Ahsan Siddique Malik
(Source: Author)

The army action against Bengali
insurgents had started with the launch of
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March 1971. It was in response to the near-
complete loss of the writ of the government
of East Pakistan, paralysis of all services, and
a systematic and brutal killing of Biharis, by
Bengali insurgents, starting on the 1* of March
1971. Subsequently the high command of the
Awami League managed to slip across the
border to India and established a govt-in-exile,
and the Mukti Bahini consisting of mainly
former members of the East Bengal Regiment,
the East Pakistan rifles
and other regular forces.
These rebels were
organised into a regular
force under the overall

: command of a Bengali,
W retired Pakistan Army

colonel called Colonel

M.A.G. Osmani.

MAG Osmani
(Source: biographybd.com)

Sporadic attacks were launched by the
Mukti Bahini and their Indian handlers in the
month of July, but they could not achieve any
level of success. Major attacks on Kamalpur
were launched on 22" October, and then on
14™ November. These attacks were by the
regular Indian 13 Guards Battalion, and they
managed to block the supply routes to the
beleaguered garrison of Kamalpur. Captain
Ahsan was totally cut off with very little
ammunition and rations. The commanding
officer (CO) of his unit Lieutenant Colonel
Sultan Ahmed made a valiant effort to relieve
him and his men, but in spite of heavy
casualties, could not succeed. Before the
actual beginning of the war on 21 November
Major Ayub of 31* Baluch made another effort
to supply the tiny garrison of Ahsan Malik,
but was driven back by the massive force
deployment of the Indian army, and their
helpers, the Mukti Bahini.

The Indian high command was
breathing down the neck of their commander,
Brigadier Kler, to finish the task and occupy
Kamalpur. In sheer desperation, with the help

Lt Col Sultan Ahmed (left) and Maj Ayub (right)
(Source: Book-The Stolen Victory)

of the Mukti Bahini soldiers, he launched a
ferocious attack, but soon realised that he
was banging his head against a wall. Captain
Ahsan Malik and his men proved to be an
impenetrable wall of steel, and refused to
retreat or surrender. After this, a battalion
attack was launched by the 1** Maratha light
Infantry. Ahsan Malik’s brave boys once again
rallied to his side, and managed to kill all the
Indian and Mukti soldiers, who tried to breach
their defenses.

The Indian commander now decided
to lay siege to the Kamalpur garrison to
starve them into surrender. This battle was
being fought by a Pakistani company and
a full strength Indian Brigade, along with
elements of the Mukti Bahini. The Indian
General Sukhwant Singh, in the book titled The
Liberation of Bangladesh writes, “getting wary
because of casualties, successive failures and
demoralization among the attacking troops. A
brigade is helpless before a company?” This
unit of the Pakistan Army had no aerial support
and no artillery cover, as there was no Pakistani
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artillery in the area. He states that Kler was °..
further handicapped in as much as one of his
battalions had just been reorganized from (a
unit) raised initially for counterinsurgency
with no support elements. In tackling a weak
platoon post, another battalion brought out
some weaknesses of leadership under fire. The
battalion reached its objective with relatively
few casualties. As expected, the enemy turned
mortar fire on the objective. A mortar bomb
landed on the trench occupied by four men
close to the commanding officer (Colonel). He
saw limbs fly and lost his nerve’

On the other hand, Captain Ahsan
Malik did not lose his nerve when much worse
was happening in his area, and he was fighting
an unwinnable battle against overwhelming
odds. The tiny band of brave Pakistanis under
Ahsan Malik proved a very hard nut to crack,
and demoralised the Indian forces and their
commanders by repulsing every attack, in
spite of being massively outnumbered and
out gunned. By this stage, the leadership and
fighting capability of the Indian Commander
Brigadier Kler was being seriously questioned,
and his inability to achieve his objective was
seen as a total failure. The Indian higher
command now decided to change tactics and
planned an air attack. Seven sorties of MIG
21s of the Indian Air Force, in full squadron
strength, rained rockets and cannon fire into
the besieged Pakistani force of Kamalpur, and
this ferocious air attack was repeated twice
more during the day. The Pakistani force did
not have the benefit of any air support, because
by now the Indian Air Force dominated the
skies, as the only operational air base in Dhaka
had been bombed out of action.

Major General Gurbux Singh,
Commander 101 Communication Zone
was tired of the performance of his brigade
commander, so he now took personal charge
of the situation and sent a note to Captain

44 | Volume V

sspriGapE MYMENSINGH SECTOR
. l 36 (Adhoc) Division
~
o, I NDIA
amalpur ~ tag 101 COMMUNICATION ZONE
31 Baluch .
Bakhshiganj  Neashi® Ty,

-
L] F \
— o — Gyt
* Haluaghat
33 Punjab

\‘\,

weJhagrachar

® Kurua

L]
Sherpur

Jamalpur

l

Madhupur ®

l

Mymensingh
93 (A) BRIGADE
6 (A) DIVISION

PAKISTAN

® Kaliakair

o Joydebpur

W DACCA

Map: Mymensingh sector (1971 war)
(Source: Author)

Ahsan Malik by a mukti Bahini courier that
said, “Whatever you decide to do we have every
intention of eliminating Kamalpur post. It is

to save you and your side casualties that this
message is being sent to you.” This message and
the offer of surrender was completely ignored
by captain Ahsan Malik who had decided to
fight to the last man.

The Indian general now sent another
message to surrender, but this note was
answered by increased fire from the Pakistani
side, resulting in more casualties among the
Indian troops. With the passage of time, Ahsan
and his gallant boys were in desperate need
of help. They were nearly out of ammunition
except for some small arms bullets, and some
hand grenades along with some rounds each for
their main weapons. They were now preparing
for hand-to-hand combat. Bayonets were fixed,
and they were ready to pounce on the enemy
with daggers and bayonets. This was at a time
when units all around them had already been
ordered to surrender to the Indian forces.
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Captain Ahsan added a proud chapter
to the history of the Pakistan army. His valour,
grit and determination changed the face of war.
He became a beacon of light, and symbol of
selfless devotion and sacrifice, for future leaders
of the Pakistan Army. He not only became
an inspiration for the youth of the nation,
but also compelled the Indians to include his
valiant stand in their war curriculum. With the
battle raging in full fury, and no hope of help
or rescue from any side, they realised that the
piece of land they were defending and dying for,
was already a different country, and no longer
Pakistan territory.

The Indian General Gurbux Singh
was so impressed by the bravery of the young
Pakistani officer, that he decided to meet
Captain Ahsan personally, and beg him to
surrender and save his life. He was being driven
to Kamalpur by Brigadier Kler, when their jeep
was hit by a land mine, and the general was
severely wounded. The meeting never took
place.

Captain Ahsan, the young Pakistani
warrior who defended Kamalpur in the 1971
War, and his gallant stand against heavy odds,
is now recognised as an epic in the history of
our country. Ahsan had only 70 soldiers of 31

(Source: pakarmymuseum.com)

Baluch, and some paramilitary men
under him, and he faced a full Indian
brigade with massive air and artillery
support.

Field Marshall Sam
Manekshaw, the Indian army chief,
was interviewed by the BBC in 1999,

' and this is what he had to say about
Captain Ahsan Malik, “We tried

to capture a place, which he was
defending. We tried very hard and we
didn’t succeed until about the third
attempt. He fought gallantly and I did
send him a personal letter. And when
I went to Pakistan after the conflict (I
went twice), I mentioned it to their
Chief that I think that boy should be given a
gallantry award. He fought magnificently. I said
he fought gallantly”

Manekshaw was equally willing to
praise the Pakistani Army itself. When asked
why they had crumbled, rather than gloat, he
sprang to their defence. He claimed that the
advantage of numbers, location and advance
preparation, had told in his favour. Again, his
words: “The Pakistani army in East Pakistan
fought very gallantly but they had no chance.
They were a thousand miles from their base.

I had eight or nine months to make my
preparations. I had got a superiority of almost
fifteen to one. They just had no chance. But they
fought very gallantly”

Ahsan Siddique Malik was born on
3" November 1948 in Gujranwala, and he
was only 23 years old at the time of his heroic
action in Kamalpur, and was an officer in the
31 Battalion Baluch Regiment. He got his
early education in Rawalpindi at St. Patrick’s
School and Gordon College, before joining the
Pakistan Military Academy at Kakul. Captain
Ahsan finally received the order to surrender
by radio, at 0900 hours on that fateful day on
4™ December 1971, and this gallant officer then
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walked out of his bunker with a white flag to with 9 additional wounded. I replied we were
lay down his arms. In his own words, “Having under siege for the last 21 days and nobody
exhausted our ammunition, which the Indians had left the post.? This clearly surprised the
had realized since no effective fire was returned, Indians as they had estimated a company

the enemy closed in during the afternoon. Early plus” He became a
next morning the post had no option except to prisoner of war and
lay down their arms, having fought for 21 days after repatriation
without any reinforcements from the battalion to Pakistan he was
since Bakshiganj was under attack."” recommended for a
Nishani-Haider. He
received a Sitara-
i-Jurat. He is now

“The general officer commanding
(GOC) along with brigade commander
Brigadier Hardev Singh Kler, came to the post. retired, living in
The GOC asked where were the rest of the §J being awarded to

) Capt Ahsan Siddi Islamabad with his
troops, as the Indians could count only 60, apt Ahsan Siddique .
(Source: Book-The Stolen Victory) famﬂy.
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