- The Sky was his Home

Group
Captain Saiful Azam,
S] was a legendary
fighter pilot and
hero of 1965 Indo-
Pak and 1967 Arab-
Israel war. He is the
only ace pilot in
the world who has
many distinguished
records to his
name; the only pilot
who served in the
air force of four
countries (Pakistan,
Jordan, Iraq and

“The Sky was his Home’

Unsung Hero - Group Captain Saiful Azam, SJ (1941-2020)
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1965 War, Saif shot
down an Indian
aircraft during aerial
combat and later
was awarded Sitara
e Jurat (SJ). During
the 1967 Arab Israel
War, Azam being
part of Jordanian
and Iraqi Air Forces,
shot down at least
three Israeli aircraft.
After 1971, Azam
joined Bangladesh
Air Force and finally
retired as a group

Bangladesh), the
only pilot who shot
down planes of two
countries (India and Israel), and the only pilot
who was awarded gallantry awards by three
countries (Pakistan, Jordan and Iraq).

captain in 1980. In
2001, he was given
the award of Living
Legend in United States for his skills and mastery
in air combat. This great unsung hero breathed
his last on June 14, 2020 in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
His wife truly said about him, “The Sky was his
home”.

Clockwise from top left: Gp Capt Saiful Azam, Saiful Azam being
awarded SJ] by FM Ayub Khan after 1965 war, Saiful Azam with Arab

pilots in Jordan (3rd from left)

(Source: arabnews.pk)

Born in 1941 in Pabna (East Bengal),
Saiful Azam was commissioned as a fighter pilot
in Pakistan Air Force (PAF) in 1960. During

Notes

o  Pakistan Air Force.“The ‘Living Eagle’ Gp Capt Saif ul Azam | Ace Pilot of Arab-Israel War | PAF Documentary”
YouTube video, 4:15. Junel6, 2020. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ny-pupE_Hql accessed on 25 December
2020.
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